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SUB J : SPANISH SAHARA: FRENCH AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS 
REF: A) RABAT 2698 B) RABAT 3092 

1. I CALLED ON FRENCH AMBASSADOR JUNE 27 TO KEEP IN TOUCH ON 
SAHARA. HE INDICATED THERE HAD STILL BEEN NO REACTION FROM PARIS 
RE KING'S JUNE 5 REQUEST FOR FRENCH AND U.S. DIPLOMATIC HELP. 

(REF A) HE ALSO INDICATED HE HAD AS YET RECEIVED NO NEWS 
CONCERNING SPANISH FONMIN CORTINA'S CURRENT VISIT TO PARIS, 

DURING WHICH SAHARA NO DOUBT A TOPIC FOR DISCUSSION. 

2. FRENCH AMBASSADOR SAID HE DETECTED A NEW NUANCE IN 
MOROCCO'S POSITION ON FOUR-POWER SAHARA TALKS. ACTING FONMIN 
CHERKAOUI HAD TOLD HIM MOROCCANS HAD LET IT BE KNOWN THEY WERE 
NOT GOING TO PARTICIPATE IN FOUR-POWER MEETINGS, BUT CHERKAOUI 
AT SAME TIME HAD EMPHASIZED THAT THIS POSITION HAD NOT BEEN 
CONVEYED OFFICIALLY. FRENCH AMBASSADOR'S INTERPRETATION 
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TO US JUNE 5 (REF A), GOM HAD STILL NOT CLOSED THE DOOR ON 
FOUR POWER TALKS COMPLETELY. WITHOUT MENTIONING MY TALK WITH 
THE KING PREVIOUS DAY (REF B), I EXPRESSED OPINION THAT KING WAS 
VEXED BY SPANIARDS AND HAD APPARENTLY FINESSED HIS POSITION 
TO AVOID GETTING INVOLVED IN A NEGOTIATING ARRANGEMENT WHICH 
MIGHT IMPLY THAT ALGERIA HAD A STATUS RESEMBLING MOROCCO'S IN 
DETERMINING SAHARA OUTCOME. FRENCH AMBASSADOR VIEWED THIS AS 
BEING IN HARMONY WITH WHAT CHERKAOUI HAD TOLD HIM AND AS 
SUPPORTING HIS CONCLUSION THAT POSSIBILITY OF FOUR-POWER TALKS 
REMAINED CONDITIONALLY OPEN. HE WENT ON TO VOICE OPINION THAT 
EFFORTS MIGHT USEFULLY BE MADE WITH SPAIN TO URGE THAT A 
FORMULA BE DEVISED TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN MOROCCO AND 
MAURITANIA ON ONE HAND AND ALGERIA ON THE OTHER IN ORDER TO 
IMPROVE PROSPECTS FOR FOUR-POWER TALKS. 
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